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7. Ghana’ s creative industry creates more wealth than oil

economy - Theresa Ayoade

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Charter House Events, Theresa
Ayoade is says the creative industry in Ghana creates more wealth than
that of the oil sector.

The creative industry which includes music, writing, film, the
theatre arts among others, according to Madam Ayoade creates a lot of
employment for fashion designers, musicians, artisans, creative writers,
journalists and other informal sector professions but the sector has
received less recognition from government despite the fact that it
contributes to the nation’ s economic growth.

“The industry creates a lot of job opportunities for people than

the o0il sector thereby creating more wealthy individuals”, she told

reporters at a Ghana Music Awards Forum in Accra on March 22, 2011.
(&5, #% H: Theresa Ayoade; ghanabusinessnews (GBN), http://www. ghanabu

sinessnews. com; 2011-03-24)

8. BBC urged to boost creative exports

The government has rejected advice to privatise the BBC’ s commercial
arm and instead given the corporation a green light for international
expansion to drive the growth of creative industries.

In one of a series of measures announced to support what the Treasury
says 1s the third largest export industry, BBC Worldwide will be
encouraged to build on its investment in the film and television
sub—sectors.

There was an open—ended commitment to reducing the regulatory
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framework in the media and communications industries as well as a
reduction in the requirements for live music to be licensed. The UK Trade
and Industry body will use its overseas business ambassadors to champion
investment in the digital and creative industries, the document said.

The government also says it wants to encourage the sector to make more
use of “flexible, advanced and higher apprenticeships” to answer a
skills shortage in digital and creative industries. (#r#i, ##%H: Ben
Fenton;FT.com, http://www.ft.com;2011-3-23)

9. Government announces launch of Creative Industries Council

Alongside yesterday’ s Budget announcement, the dudes over in the
Treasury also announced plans to launch a Creative Industries Council,
which will provide a “voice for the sector with the financial community
and coordinate action on barriers to growth” .

Presumably that means high up the agenda will be measures to encourage
the banking and investment sector to provide more support to small and
medium sized companies in the creative industries, including music. All
of which will please Feargal Sharkey’ s UK Music, which has been
lobbying for both a high level platform for government interaction and
investment support schemes for music SMEs.

Sharkey told Billboard he expects the new Council to have a board
of representatives from each of the creative industries, adding that
he hopes the new body will concentrate on finance, skills and copyri

ght protection. (£ #il, 4% H: theCMUwebsite.com , http://www. thecmuwebsi
te. com/article/government—announces—launch-of-creative—industries—cou

ncil/;2011-3-24)

10. Glasgow second only to London for culture in UK

GLASGOW has been hailed as the biggest cultural “powerhouse” in
the UK after London - with its creative landscape of art, music, mus

eums, theatre and television shaping a new renaissance for the city.

17


http://www.ft.com;2011-3-23/
http://www.thecmuwebsite.com/article/government-announces-launch-of-creative-industries-council/

A new report has found that Glasgow’ s creative health has gone f
rom strength to strength since it was named the European Capital of C
ulture in 1990, an event designed to breathe inspiration into the cit
y following years of industrial decline.

The city’ s busy calendar of festivals and music events, such as
the hugely popular Celtic Connections, the MOBO awards and the World
Pipe Band Championship, are helping to draw record number of visitors

to Glasgow, the report found.

The report finds that the cultural sector of the city’ s workforc
e is a “major asset for the city and for Scotland” . (& #i, #iH: phi
1 miller arts correspondent; heraldscotland, http://www. heraldscotland.
com/news/home—news/glasgow—second-only-to—london-for—-cul ture-in—uk-1.

1088862;2011-3-7)

11. Funding to boost Scotland’ s creative industry

SCOTLAND will be one of the world” s “most creative nations” within
nine years, the nation’ s art funding body declared yesterday.

Arts companies and artists such as those behind Scottish—based films
like The Eagle, which received funding from Scottish Screen before its
merger with the Scottish Arts Council to form Creative Scotland, are also
likely to benefit from a significant rise in lottery funds by 2014.

The pledge came as the arts body unveiled its first corporate plan,
which includes ambitious targets to be reached by 2020, including Scotland
having the highest levels of participation in the arts in the UK, with
“creativity reaching into every home” . It aims to give “every child
in Scotland Andrew Dixon, chief executive of Creative Scotland, lays the
foundations for the next decade.

They include a reintroduction of money for capital investment -
for buildings, artist—led spaces, access, public art and equipment -

which will total £20 million over four years, with £5m set aside in

2011/12. (&5, HiH: Phil Miller; heraldscotland, http://www. heraldsc
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otland. com/news/home—news/funding—to—boost—scotland-s—creative—indust

ry—1.1090424?10ocallLinksEnabled=false;2011-3-15)

12. British Council introduces creative projects

Pablo Rossello is visiting the Kingdom to introduce the council’s
creative projects and discuss means of cooperation in developing the
m in a way that serves those who implement them and society at large.

Rossello reviewed the council’s support for creative programs in
the Kingdom as a new phase in the cultural industry, as well as the r
ole of the digital industry.

Through a PowerPoint presentation, Rossello explained the importa
nce of creative cultural programs, such as media, arts and crafts, ci
nematography, video games and music, as a means through which individ
uals could express themselves and their cultures.

“A contentious industry” is how Rossello described the creative
industry, indicating that it grows and flourishes as long as it is we
11 monopolized and maintained.

The interaction and cooperation between members of this industry,

according to Rossello, is essential as long as it springs from the c
ore of society and the local environment and can be exported to other
parts of the world.

Rossello pointed out that tourism is considered a major creative
program around the world, stressing it was essential to develop the a
dministrative and management elements of any creative programs, such
as carnivals and museums, to reach out to people.

Rossello stressed the council’ s efforts in supporting creators a
nd artists, indicating that there are scholarships for self-developme
nt, especially those programs new to society and which cater for thos
e in the creative industry. (£5§1, 4% H: WALAA HAWARI: arabnews.com, h
ttp://arabnews. com/saudiarabia/article319574. ece;2011-3-17)
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13. Graz Designated as UNESCO Creative City

The Director—General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, designated Graz as
"City of Design,” as part of the organisation’s Creative Cities Netwo
rk. With its strong history of design culture, the city of Graz is co
mmitted to embracing design and the creative industries as a strategi
¢ tool for socio—economic and cultural development.

The city has long demonstrated a growing creative economy with sm
all and medium—sized enterprises across the various fields of design
industry, which influences not only the local economy but also the qu
ality of life for its citizens.

The following aspects were also valued as Graz’ s potential to bec
ome a UNESCO City of Design: healthy balance of attracting internatio
nal audience while showcasing local talent, design-led practices in c¢
ivic projects, projects with an inclusive design approach raising int
ernational awareness, e.g., the International Design Calendar.

These experiences will contribute to strengthening the exchange a
nd collaboration of the UNESCO Design Cities, which now include:Bueno
s Aires. Berlin. Montreal. Nagoya. Kobe. Shenzhen. Shanghai. Seoul. S
aint-Etienne. Graz . (&, % H: Levent OZLER; DEXIGNER, http://www.

dexigner. com/news/22576)
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