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1. Can culture and design change the world?

Good design and art can uplift our third world status. And though a
somewhat uncomfortable idea (like a Marxist would be uncomfortable eating
breakfast with an elite capitalist), Clara says such efforts of
contemporary art to change the social situation of a people has actually
been achieved in Bilbao, Spain. “The Guggenheim set up a museum in
Northern Spain where there was a lot of terrorist activity. Basically they
were trying to see whether they could change anything and, actually, the
building changed the city into a big tourist destination; and 12 or 13
years later they’ re signing a peace treaty with the terrorist group in
that zone.” Whether this change can be credited to the creation of that
museum, Clara cannot be sure, but she says that people do talk about
something called the “Guggenheim effect,” which is basically about

“how a large contemporary art center changed the social makeup of the
city.” (& # , ¥ B : Kara Ortiga; The Philippine Star,
http://www. philstar. com/youngstar/ysarticle. aspx?articleld=680599&pub
licationSubCategoryld=84; 2011-4-29)

Y

2. Now Recruiting for Niagara Region Culture Committee

Niagara Region is seeking additional members from the cultural,
social, and youth sectors to serve on the Niagara Region Culture Committee
for the 2011-2014 term. The Culture Committee is made up of volunteers
from all sectors of the community, whose mission is to advise Regional
Council on implementing the Niagara Culture Plan to promote Niagara s
creative economy, people, places, and identity. Working collaboratively
with the community, the Culture Committee aims to foster partnerships,
innovation, and commitment for culture throughout Niagara. (ZF§i, i H:
Niagara Region , http://www.niagararegion. ca/news/apr272011.aspx ;
2011-04-27)

3. Digital Economy Act review: decision welcomed by creative
industries

The High Court’s decision to back the government over the Digital
Economy Act has been welcomed by the creative industries.

Commenting on the decision, Richard Mollet, Chief Executive of the
Publishers Association, said his organization was “delighted” that the
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broadband providers had failed to derail the implementation of the Digital
Economy Act.

He claimed that the law - which is designed to protect copyright
material in the internet age - is vital to the success of the creative
industries.

“Preventing online copyright infringement is a problem for large
companies, small enterprises, start-ups and ultimately the whole
economy, ” Mr Mollet stated.

“Innovation and creativity can’t be sustained if those creating
content aren’t rewarded for their work.” (& #i, % H: Topl0. com,
http://topl0. com/broadband/news/2011/04/digital economy act review de
cision welcomed by creative industries/;2011-4-21)

4. The power of cultural branding

MARKETING: Innovation is not just about product design, it can also
come from a marketing campaign that taps into cultural and societal issues,
argue the authors of a book on how to create an iconic brand, writes JOHN
FANNING

In spite of the risks, the potential of cultural branding for
innovation and competitive advantage is too great to be ignored and should
be actively considered by businesses. Although Cultural Strategy could
dowith abit more balance it is by far the best introduction to the subject
and is therefore an important addition to marketing and innovation
thinking. (£, % H: The Irish Times, http://www. irishtimes. com/news
paper/innovation/2011/0429/1224295375052. html; 2011-4-29)

5. Media Advisory: Ineffably Urban: Artists and Creative
Thinkers Discuss Image and Identity of Buffalo in Art and

Architecture

How do artists, architects, activists, and scholars creatively engage
with Buffalo and other cities in similar situations? What is the image,
the identity they create for those cities?

Artists and creative thinkers will address these questions on April
30 at Ineffably Urban, a daylong symposium organized at Hallwalls
Contemporary Arts Center by the University at Buffalo.

The event begins at 9 a.m. at Hallwalls, 341 Delaware Ave. It will
bring together artists of different disciplines to discuss how they
portray Buffalo, its past and possible futures, in their work. A complete
programis available at http://ineffablyurban. net. (#r%i, i H: BUFFALO,

N.Y.; UB News Center, http://www.buffalo. edu/news/12514; 2011-4-28)
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6. Joint Foreign Chambers push creative industry in gov’t

development agenda

In a recent workshop called by the Joint Chambers at the Asian
Institute of Management in Makati recently, the working group on creative
industries drew up a blueprint for the industry’ s sun to finally rise
in the local business horizon.

Three key strategies towards this objective were presented by Cesar
Tolentino, one of the creative industry leaders.

First, 1is for the whole industry to create its own umbrella
organization to be called Creative Economic Council of the Philippines
(CECI) that will draw members and officers from the different segments
of the industry. It will be a purely private group grown from a core
organization now in place.

Second is for the private group to work for the creation of a
private—public Creative Industries Development Council (CIDC) patterned
after the Export Development Council, the only functioning private—public
sector planning body in the country.

Third step is for the industry players and their partners in govern-—
ment to draw up a creative industry master plan that will map up the
mid-term and future directions the industry will take. (&, Hi[H:
Manila Bulletin, http://www.mb. com. ph/articles/315031/joint-foreign—
chambers—push-creative-industry-govt-development—agenda, 2011-4-20)
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